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General Course Description:

The Mandarin course is designed to continue developing intermediate language skills. Classes are conducted in Mandarin.
Students will gain listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in standard (Mandarin) Chinese, attaining approximately the Intermediate Low level on the ACTFL proficiency scale. Specifically, students will be able to achieve the following.

Listening   Able to use knowledge of text structure to understand topics related to the external environment. Demonstrate understanding of the general meaning, key ideas, and some details in authentic texts.
Speaking   Able to use paragraph level discourse (text structure) to produce formal communications. Can initiate, participate in, and close a conversation, ask and answer questions. 
Reading   Can read prepared material and can puzzle out pieces of some authentic material with considerable difficulty. Able to decode one or two elements from simplest connected texts dealing with basic personal and social needs. 

Writing   Able to write short messages, postcards, and create statements within the scope of limited language experience in a culturally authentic way.
Course Goals: 
At the end of this course, students will be able to use Mandarin language and understand Chinese culture in various settings. The students will benefit from understanding and respecting the Chinese culture.

Media: 
Chinese input software programs are accessible online and are free to download. Students will prepare presentations and role-play in class, and are encouraged to use high technology. There are many supplemental materials to help students learn Chinese. 

Course assignments: 
Students will be expected to complete daily assignments, which will be announced in class and also made available on my web site. In addition, students will be required to complete projects and present projects using Mandarin. Short vocabulary quizzes and unit tests will be given accordingly. Learning Chinese is a cumulative process, thus students are expected to spend the appropriate time every day preparing for class. 
Classroom Rules:

1. We observe all school rules.

2. Always show respect for everyone in the class. Treat people the way you want to be treated.
3. Raise hands to be recognized before speaking.

4. Do your best to speak Mandarin at all times.
5. Cell phones, iPods, PSPs, etc. – The School Board of ABC USD’s policy is that personal electronic devices are to remain turned off and out sight during class. If I see or hear one of these devices without using permission, it will be confiscated.

6. Any over-the-ear headphones or earbuds in one or two ears will result in a detention for breaking classroom rules.

7. Gum / Food / Candy and Drinks (except water bottles) are not allowed during class time.
8. Please remember that if you need to use the restroom, please ask and then you may take the pass hanging by the door.  You may not use the pass to visit other classes, wander the halls, go to the gym, use the cell phone, or go to your locker.  Be sure to bring what you need to class.
Wu’s Detention/Referral Policy:

Detentions are at Mrs. Wu’s discretion, and are usually rare, but do not take advantage of a good situation!  You can get a detention for breaking any of the rules.   If detentions and parent conferences do not work top curb behavior, you may receive a referral to the counseling office.
Any serious problems: fighting, name-calling, any form of cheating, and other major discipline problems will skip the procedures of the detention policy and be sent directly to the grade level advisor, with a referral.
Homework:

No late homework will be accepted. The only exception is after an excused absence. Daily homework information is available in daily agenda in wulaoshi.weebly.com. 

Tests/Quizzes:
1. There will be one or two vocabulary quizzes in each unit.
2. There will be a unit test every time we reach the end of a lesson in the textbook.
3. Study and review daily, not just the night before a test.
Projects:
You will have special group or individual project assignment each quarter. The project may be a unit-theme related or cultural related. You will receive a rubric for each project. 

Tardy/Absences: 
You need to be present and on time to class. Try to avoid being tardy: there are consequences.  Please see the Whitney Student Handbook for more details When you have been absent, it is YOUR responsibility to find out and make up what you missed, including homework, class work, quizzes, and tests. Absences will impede your progress. Many classroom activities that require your active participation cannot be made up. Make-up work will NOT be given when your absence is UNEXCUSED.  Please check with your trusted classmates or check in wulaoshi.weebly.com for missing assignments. 
Academic Honesty:

Academic dishonesty is defined as knowingly giving or receiving information or assistance on any graded work which is understood to be an example of individual effort. During the test, please cover up your answers. Any student who knowingly violates the academic dishonesty policy will receive a grade of zero for the graded work involved. Any form of cheating is an immediate referral. The incident will be documented and kept on file in the office. Parents will be notified. Appropriate conduct checks will be issued.
Grading Scale:
A+   = 98 - 100 %  





C   = 75 - 79 %

A     = 95 - 97 %





C- = 70 - 74 % 

A -   = 90 - 94 % 





D   = 65 - 69 %

B+   = 88 - 89 %





D - = 60 - 64 %  

B     = 85 - 87 %





F    = 59 % and below

B-    = 80 - 84 %
Tips on Learning Chinese

Here are some suggestions to maximize your effectiveness, minimize the time spent, and make learning Chinese easier.

· Have a positive attitude

· Preview, practice, and review

· Make vocabulary flash cards

· Retain new characters by writing/reviewing them repeatedly

· Relate new data to information you already remember 
Adopted Instructional Materials:
· Chinese Link (中文天地) Level 2 Part 1, Textbook (Traditional or simplified) 

· Student Activities Manual for Chinese Link (中文天地) Level 2 Part 1 (Traditional or simplified) 
· Character Book for Chinese Link (中文天地) Level 2 Part 1 (Traditional and simplified)

On-line Resources: 

· Pearson Chinese Link - This is an online study guide to accompany Chinese Link (中文天地). This website has been designed to enhance the cultural content of each chapter. This site includes the Textbook audio.
Windows XP Download Chinese Font Software:

· Google Pinyin: Chinese Pinyin Input Method Download

· Office XP Tool: Global IME: Traditional/Simplified fonts

SYLLABUS AGREEMENT

Please complete, sign, and return this form.
Yes we have read the syllabus for Chinese 3 at Whitney High School, and are aware of the rules and academic preparedness. 

Furthermore, we understand that grades and credit are conferred only upon meeting the standards set forth in this course syllabus.  We understand that grades cannot be changed after they have been assigned and that an Incomplete is given only under emergency situations, not for routine failure to complete the requirements of the course.
___________________________


____________________________

Student’s Name




Student’s Signature











____________________________








Parent’s Signature
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