2017-2018 AP Chinese Syllabus

AP Chinese Language and Culture is a college-level course intended for students in their fourth year of study of Chinese. The three modes of communication (Interpersonal, Interpretive and Presentational) defined in the Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century are foundational to the AP Chinese Language and Culture course. We use the textbook Chinese Link by Sue-Mei Wu et al. and authentic articles from Chinese reading material, e.g. newspaper, magazine, online articles. 

Course work provides students with opportunities to demonstrate their proficiency in each of the three modes in the pre-advanced range and to refine students’ abilities in Chinese oral and formal written communication. The AP Chinese Language and Culture course provides students with opportunities to understand the culture(s), incorporate interdisciplinary topics, make comparisons between the native language and the target language and between cultures, and use the target language in real-life settings. Students are expected to take the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam at the end of this course.

The fall semester of a two-semester sequence covers Lessons 11 through 15 (Chinese Link, Level II Part II), along with review sections and lesson tests. Lessons 16 through 20 (Chinese Link, Level II Part II), along with review sections and lesson tests, will be covered in the second semester (Spring Semester).

General Guide to Thematic Units

(Note: “Activities” may include blogging, journaling, interactive exercises, oral and written presentations, VoiceThread and the use of social networking)

      Fall Semester

	Week
	Lesson Objectives
	Content or Theme
	Notes

	1
	L11 Express concern for others 
	Vocabulary, sentence pattern, and grammar
	1. Course intro. Syllabus.

2. View and discuss film that accompanies this text

	2
	Use target language to respond when others show concern for you.
	L1 Work on Textbook Exercises and discuss the topic ‘Caring for others.’
	Quiz on L1 vocabulary

	3
	Learn to describe an unpleasant situation
	1. Compare the cultural differences when show concern for others.

2. How do Chinese show concern for others.
	1. Read, discuss and react in writing to article from newspaper.

2. Students write composition and practice word processing in Chinese. 

	4
	Supplementary materials

Read and discuss articles of 龍應台‘目送.’
Learn the custom and the story about mid-autumn festival.
	1. Story about 屈原.

2. View video about how Chinese celebrate mid-autumn festival and discuss the cultural differences between China and US.
	Students work in groups to write script about the story of屈原 and role play.

Chapter 1 test

	5
	L12 Express appreciation
	Vocabulary, sentence pattern, and grammar
	Discuss the common expressions in China/US culture for showing appreciation 

	6
	Use target language to respond to/accept another’s thanks.
	1. Learn to write thank-you notes and invitations. 

2. Work on Textbook Exercises and Grammar practice.
	1. Apply new vocabulary to write a letter to a pen pal. 

2. Writing pieces incorporating new sentence patterns and addressing appreciation.

	7
	Use target language to describe a cause-and-effect situation.
	Learn to write envelop and compare the differences of writing a letter/an envelope between China and US.
	Quiz on new vocabulary and sentence patterns.

	8
	Learn a Chinese song ‘聽媽媽的話’
	Practice writing a conditional situation and practice word processing in Chinese.
	1.Chapter 2 test

2. Watch a video clip and discuss.

	9
	L13 Express anger and make complaints
	Vocabulary, sentence pattern, and grammar
	Discuss the typical ways to express anger and make complaints in different culture.  

	10
	1.Read newspaper clipping

2.AP Chinese Test listening comprehension practice
	1. Compare and contrast today’s social life with the one in the old time.

2. Students work in groups to write dialogue and do role play.
	Quiz on new vocabulary 

	11
	Learn to seek and provide advice.
	Read online articles about anger management and discuss.
	Students do oral presentation.

	12
	Culture notes about Chinese fortune telling
	Compare different ways to seek advice between China and US.
	1.Chapter 13 test

2. Reading comprehension test.

	13
	L14Prose and poetic expressions
	Vocabulary, sentence pattern, and grammar
	Read, discuss and react in writing to an article from the famous prose背影 by朱自清. 

	14
	Introducing Chinese poems and poets.
	Compare two poetry-poets between China and US.
	Quiz on L14 new voc. and sentence patterns.

	15
	Learn Chinese poems靜夜思&春曉
	Students learn Chinese poetic modes, genres, and forms
	1. Students search online and choose 7 modern/classic poetry to create a poetry book.

2. L14 Test

	16
	L15 About Chinese music
	Vocabulary, sentence pattern, and grammar
	1. Writing a letter

2. L15 voc quiz

	17
	Learn Chinese traditional and contemporary music.
	1. Students learn to sing 朋友.

2. Discuss the lyrics of朋友.
	1. AP Chinese test, speaking practice: reject or accept an invitation.

2.Chapter Test on L15

	18
	L11-15 review
	Semester final exam review
	Finals.

	Spring Semester

	1
	L16Etiquette and Manners
	Vocabulary, sentence pattern, and grammar


	Discuss the cultural differences of responding to compliments between China and US.

	2
	Use emphasis in conversations
	Students write dialogue about responding to compliments and role play.
	Quiz L16 new voc. and sentence patterns.

	3
	Say goodbye to guests and hosts in an appropriate manner
	Students watch a video ‘The Joy Luck Club’ and discuss.
	L16 Chapter test

Oral presentation

	4
	L17Applying for a job
	Vocabulary, sentence pattern, and grammar
	Learn how to prepare to apply for a job.

	5
	Compose a Chinese resume
	1. Students read some authentic Chinese resume and discuss.

2. Write a Chinese resume.
	Quiz L17 new voc. and sentence patterns.

	6
	Learn to describe procedures
	1. Make Valentine card.

2. Compare the differences of Valentine’s Day in China and US.
	1. Write a thank you notes to a friend.

2. L17 Chapter test

	7
	L18The interview
	1.Vocabulary, sentence pattern, and grammar

2. Students write scripts and prepare for role play.
	1. Quiz L18 new voc.

2. Oral presentation.

	8
	Learn to express approximation
	Students are grouped to share ideas of interviewing a job.
	1. AP Chinese test speaking practice: interview a job.

2. Write a letter to a counselor to ask for advice.

	9
	L18 role play preparation
	1. Watch a video clip regarding job interview and discuss.

2. Participate in a debate about the essential aspects of the jobs market have changed since internet invented.
	Chapter test of L18

	10
	L19 Choosing a job
	1.Vocabulary, sentence pattern, and grammar

2. Students express agreement or disagreement.
	1.Quiz on L19 new voc 

2. Writing pieces incorporating new sentence patterns and addressing your dream job.

	11
	Use emphasis
	Students work in group to discuss how to find a better job.
	1. Students create a business card for themselves and role play on finding a job.

2. General grammar review before AP exam.

	12
	Discuss how to choose a college major
	1. Oral discussion about college major, job choosing, interview

2. Analyze, discuss and participate in interactive activities about job satisfaction or salary and the dilemma of the veil.
	1. Chapter test of L19

2. Do a survey on the college majors.

	13
	L20After graduation
	1.Vocabulary, sentence pattern, and grammar

2. Students learn to ask for advice.
	1.Quiz on L20 new voc 

2. Write an essay about what you plan to do after you graduate from college.

	14
	Talk about the future
	1. Students work in groups to discuss the topic regarding future.

2. How do you celebrate Mother’s Day?
	1. Create a Mother’s Day Card.

2.Write a composition ‘Mother and I’

	15
	Review conjunctions
	Read articles of 龍應台‘背影’and discuss.
	1. Write a reflection after read背影.

2. Watch a Chinese move ‘和你在一起’ 

	16
	Review prepositions
	1. Discuss the employment of University graduates in China/US.

2. Use of prepositions.


	1. Chapter test of L20



	17
	L16-20 Review exercises
	Review for semester
	Write letters.

	18
	L16-20 Review
	Finals
	Finals


Teaching Strategies

This course is a total immersion in Chinese environment focusing on oral fluency and formal writing skills. The practicing of the four skills is embedded in weekly activities. I promote a student-centered classroom; hence many group activities are used. The students are involved in various classroom activities every day to reach higher levels of proficiency; such as group discussion, oral presentation, role play, video projects, pair-sharing, Web searches, cultural projects, writing projects.  The students receive a syllabus on the first day of the semester that introduces the AP Chinese curriculum and outlines the activities in class, the grading system, classroom expectation, and describes homework. I also post daily homework, test study guide material, handouts, worksheet, and supplementary material online for students and parents’ reference.  

Throughout the course, assignments, projects, and homework are scheduled regularly. The students keep journals in which they write reflections on reading authentic articles and share them with the class. The students listen to audio CDs to practice their listening and speaking twice a week. They receive a formal oral grade at least once at the end of each chapter. I design performance based projects which is designed to incorporate all four skills to assess students. We have job interview project, music project, poetry collection project, mini book, etc. which are very popular. These projects keep the students engaged in learning. Sometimes I offer little prizes for the students if they receive awards, win a contest in the classroom, make great progress, or score high in SAT II or AP Chinese. I plan at least one field trip per semester to a museum exhibit of Chinese arts and crafts.

Other Strategies:

I serve as an AP Chinese reader and I receive training and grade AP Chinese Test every year. In the past five years, I have participated three AP conferences in China, Taiwan, and LA. I have the updated information from the AP Central and can better prepare my students for the AP Chinese Test. 

Student Evaluation

Each semester is made up of two grading cycles. Each cycle includes major grades and daily grades. For each of the major grades, I prepare a rubric for the students prior to the projects/tests. Major grades include chapter tests (pencil and paper), oral presentations, compositions/essays, and projects pertain to the theme.

Daily grades include homework, classroom assignments, quizzes, and daily journals. The overall semester grade breaks down as following:

· Participation:

10 percent 

· Homework:

10 percent

· Project:

10 percent

· Quizzes:

20 percent

· Tests:


20 percent

· Final:


30 percent

Teacher Resources

Textbooks

Sue-mei Wu, et al.2011. Chinese Link: Level II Part II for Intermediate-Advanced Learners.

I also use authentic reading materials and current articles downloaded from internet.

Films

· Together 和你在一起

· The Last Emperor 末代皇帝
· The Joy Luck Club喜福會
· The King of Masks變臉
Web Sites

· http://wps.prenhall.com/wl_wu_chineselink_1/39/10025/2566512.cw/index.html 
· http://wps.prenhall.com/wl_wu_chineselink_2/75/19360/4956353.cw/index.html
· http://xh.5156edu.com/conversion.php   
· http://wps.prenhall.com/wl_wu_chineselink_1/39/10025/2566509.cw/index.html  

· http://wps.prenhall.com/wl_wu_chineselink_2/
· CIA World Facebook: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ch.html
· http://www.eon.com.hk/estroke/ 
· http://learningchineseonline.net/ 
Culture Project

During Chinese New Year, Lantern Festival, Mid Autumn Festival, and Teacher’s day the students need to write essays, do oral presentation with multimedia objects. Possible topics include crafts, food, clothing, calligraphy, martial arts, architecture, painting, music, songs, feng shui, and etc.   

Classroom Rules:

1. We observe all school rules.

2. Always show respect for everyone in the class. Treat people the way you want to be treated.
3. Raise hands to be recognized before speaking.

4. Do your best to speak Mandarin at all times.

5. Cell phones, iPods, PSPs, etc. – The School Board of ABC USD’s policy is that personal electronic devices are to remain turned off and out sight during class. If I see or hear one of these devices without using permission, it will be confiscated.

6. Any over-the-ear headphones or earbuds in one or two ears will result in a detention for breaking classroom rules.

7. Gum / Food / Candy and Drinks (except water bottles) are not allowed during class time. Please remember that if you need to use the restroom, please ask and then you may take the pass hanging by the door.  You may not use the pass to visit other classes, wander the halls, go to the gym, use the cell phone, or go to your locker.  Be sure to bring what you need to class.
Wu’s Detention/Referral Policy:
Detentions are at Mrs. Wu’s discretion, and are usually rare, but do not take advantage of a good situation!  You can get a detention for breaking any of the rules.   If detentions and parent conferences do not work top curb behavior, you may receive a referral to the counseling office.
Any serious problems: fighting, name-calling, any form of cheating, and other major discipline problems will skip the procedures of the detention policy and be sent directly to the grade level advisor, with a referral.
Homework:
No late homework will be accepted. The only exception is after an excused absence. Daily homework information is available in daily agenda in wulaoshi.weebly.

Tests/Quizzes:
1. There will be one or two vocabulary quizzes in each unit.
2. There will be a unit test every time we reach the end of a lesson in the textbook.
3. Study and review daily, not just the night before a test.
Projects:
You will have special group or individual project assignment each quarter. The project may be a unit-theme related or cultural related. You will receive a rubric for each project. 

Tardy/Absences: 
You need to be present and on time to class. Try to avoid being tardy: there are consequences.  Please see the Whitney Student Handbook for more details When you have been absent, it is YOUR responsibility to find out and make up what you missed, including homework, class work, quizzes, and tests. Absences will impede your progress. Many classroom activities that require your active participation cannot be made up. Make-up work will NOT be given when your absence is UNEXCUSED.  Please check with your trusted classmates or check in wulaoshi.weebly.com for missing assignments. 

Academic Honesty:
Academic dishonesty is defined as knowingly giving or receiving information or assistance on any graded work which is understood to be an example of individual effort. During the test, please cover up your answers. Any student who knowingly violates the academic dishonesty policy will receive a grade of zero for the graded work involved. Any form of cheating is an immediate referral. The incident will be documented and kept on file in the office. Parents will be notified. Appropriate conduct checks will be issued.
Grading Scale:
A+   = 98 - 100 %  





C   = 75 - 79 %

A     = 95 - 97 %





C- = 70 - 74 % 

A -   = 90 - 94 % 





D   = 65 - 69 %

B+   = 88 - 89 %





D - = 60 - 64 %  

B     = 85 - 87 %





F    = 59 % and below

B-    = 80 - 84 %
Tips on Learning Chinese

Here are some suggestions to maximize your effectiveness, minimize the time spent, and make learning Chinese easier.

· Have a positive attitude

· Preview, practice, and review

· Make vocabulary flash cards

· Retain new characters by writing/reviewing them repeatedly

· Relate new data to information you already remember 
Windows XP Download Chinese Font Software:

· Google Pinyin: Chinese Pinyin Input Method Download

· Office XP Tool: Global IME: Traditional/Simplified fonts

SYLLABUS AGREEMENT

Please complete, sign, and return this form.

Yes we have read the syllabus for AP Chinese at Whitney High School, and are aware of the rules and academic preparedness. 

Furthermore, we understand that grades and credit are conferred only upon meeting the standards set forth in this course syllabus.  We understand that grades cannot be changed after they have been assigned and that an Incomplete is given only under emergency situations, not for routine failure to complete the requirements of the course.
___________________________


____________________________

Student’s Name




Student’s Signature











____________________________








Parent’s Signature
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